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Lamorinda Soccer Teams Begin

DFAL Play

By Spencer Silva

Drew Wondolowski (17) and Joe Moran (4)

n Friday Dec. 11, Miramonte (1-1-2)

hosted Campolindo (2-1-2) in a sleepy ri-
valry match that ended in a 0-0 tie. In fact, the
varsity match was moved from 6:15 to 4:15 to
allow the Cougars players and coaches to sup-
port the football team in their bid for consecu-
tive state titles.

Both teams emphasize possession-style soc-
cer, and while each had their chances early, nei-
ther was able to put the ball in the back of the
net. Senior goalkeeper Garret Johnson made
two spectacular saves for the Mats, including a
stop on a ball that looked destined for the far
post well to his left.

“It was a quality match,” said Campo head
coach Shane Carney. “I think both teams would
have preferred a winner/loser, but we do get to
play again.”

Carney and Mats” head coach Massood Ah-
madi have also discussed scheduling a third
match between the two toward the end of sea-
son, since the two teams will not meet in the
playoffs -- the NCS re-aligned its soccer divi-
sions, sending the Mats down to Division III
while the Cougars remain in Division 1.

The Mats are encouraged by their play so
far, despite their so-so record. The team’s lone
victory came against a familiar opponent: De
Anza, the team that eliminated them from the
NCS playoffs last fall. Senior Coleman Fine de-
livered the game-winning goal in thrilling fash-
ion, when he sent a left-footed shot from 15
yards to the far upper post to clinch the 2-1 vic-
tory.

The Mats are anchored by seniors Joe Wang
-- who exited Friday’s match with a pulled ham-
string -- the aforementioned Fine, and attacker
Clark Jordan. Ahmadi is pleased with his talent,
though the first-year coach admits he’s still fig-
uring out how to best use his players.

“We have so much talent,” Ahmadi ex-
plained. “It’s just my job to put them in the right
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spots and be creative.”

The Cougars -- who have won the DFAL in
consecutive seasons -- are dealing once again
with hefty turnover. They bid farewell to 14
players from last year’s championship team
after losing 20 the year before. Adversity, it ap-
pears, is a way of life for Cougars soccer.

“A lot of coaches and programs make ex-
cuses and talk about how they are ‘rebuilding,””
Carney said. “I don't like excuses and prefer to
look at it as the opportunity to reload each year.”

The team features 10 freshman, and the ben-
efit of inexperience, as Carney noted, is quick
improvement. Seniors Ryan Rossi, Shea Dan-
forth, Amir Aliakbari, and Kyle O’Connell an-
chor the team. The team will also get a shot in
the arm once junior Matt Rengquist returns from
outrunning defenders for the school’s football
team.

“We have a lot of young and/or very small
guys, but we'll be scrappy and put a fight up
against any opponent,” Carney said.

The Acalanes Dons (3-2) lost to Concord
High 0-2 this weekend, but remain confident
heading into DFAL play. The team graduated 12
seniors, but veteran head coach Paul Curtis isn’t
concerned about the loss of talent.

“I think we’ll be competitive.”

The Dons are known for their unique play-
ing style and formation, which extends from the
freshman team all the way to varsity. In fact, the
program emphasizes camaraderie and personal
responsibility above all. It’s not uncommon, for
instance, to see juniors and seniors at a freshman
match cheering on the youngest Dons.

Senior captain lan Franklin, who has been
on the team since his freshman year, leads the
varsity team. The team is “getting organized”
and polishing up its game before heading into
DFAL play.

The Dons travel to Campolindo Dec. 16 for
their first rivalry match of the fall.

Saint Mary’s, Cal Rekindle Decades-
Old Rivalry in Thrilling Fashion

By Dean Boerner
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On Saturday Dec. 12 at Berkeley’s Haas
Pavilion, the Saint Mary’s Gaels (6-1)
and California Golden Bears (8-2) rekindled the
dormant rivalry in thrilling fashion, with the
Bears eventually handing the Gaels their first
loss of the season 63-59. It was the first time the
two schools, just 10 miles apart, had met in 11
years.

In the opening half, the Golden Bears dom-
inated Saint Mary’s on the boards, outrebound-
ing them 19-12. With 7:00 left and the Gaels up
21-20, Cal embarked on a punishing 17-5 run
to close out the half with a 37-26 lead.

Nevertheless, Gaels head coach Randy
Bennett made the necessary adjustments at half-
time and their offense came out in sync. Saint
Mary’s slowly crept back into the game thanks
to an 8-0 push featuring two Evan Fitzner 3-
pointers and what Bennett called an “inspiring”
effort on the glass from junior forward Dane
Pineau.

“We changed a couple things offensively,”
Bennett said. “We definitely got better shots in
the second half.”

By the eight-minute mark in the second
half, the Gaels had outscored the Golden Bears
24-9, taking a 50-46 lead, quieting those in the
Haas Pavilion crowd not wearing red.

Neither team could separate in the game’s
final minutes. A Calvin Hermanson 3-pointer
gave Saint Mary’s a 55-52 lead, which was
promptly countervailed by a timely 3-point
jumper by Jabari Bird with 3:30 left on the
clock.

The last bucket for Saint Mary’s came on a
layup from Joe Rahon with 1:47 to play, putting
Saint Mary’s up 59-58. While the Gaels had
several opportunities to bolster their lead thanks
to the offensive rebounding of Pineau, a block
by Cal forward Ivan Rabb secured possession
for the Golden Bears and allowed Cal head
coach Cuonzo Martin to draw a play up for Bird
in a timeout.

Joe Rahon's (25) 16 points led all scorers Saturday
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With less than 20 seconds left, Cal down 59-
58, Bird nailed his third 3-pointer of the after-
noon, giving the Golden Bears a lead they
wouldn’t relinquish. Saint Mary’s had a chance
to extend the game into overtime, but a missed
free throw by game-high scorer Rahon sealed
the Gaels’ fate.

“It was the first real close game we’ve
played as a group this year,” said Rahon. “We
made a lot of mistakes down the stretch.”

Both players and coaches alike expressed
satisfaction at the thought of making Bay Area
contests like this one more commonplace. The
game was no doubt a reminder for Bay Area
basketball fans of what they’ve been missing

“This is what should be going on,” said
Bennett after the game. “It would be good to get
some rivalries going in the Bay Area.” Earlier
this season, Bennett’s squad had an impressive
78-61 victory against Stanford in front of a
packed house at McKeon Pavilion.

Cuonzo Martin showered praise on the oft-
overlooked Saint Mary’s program. “This is
probably the best team we’ve played on both
ends of the floor,” declared Martin. “They play
hard. They play together. Great game for the
Bay Area.”

The Saint Mary’s men’s team isn’t the only
one embroiling itself in more Bay Area compe-
tition. The women’s team upset No. 18 Cal on
path to a Cal Tournament championship earlier
this month. With Cal up one and only seconds
left, Saint Mary’s freshman Sydney Raggio hit
a clutch jumper to give Saint Mary’s a dramatic
road victory.

The theatrics of Saturday afternoon’s
matchup is another episode in what might be a
revived sense of competition in Bay Area col-
lege basketball. “You can see the fan support
(Saint Mary’s) had tonight and both teams really
had a bunch of fans rooting for them,” said
Rabb, a Cal freshman. “We gave them a
thriller.”
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Music Lessons

Computer Service |

House Cleaning |

Tree Service

\Piano/guitar w/ Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well!
025-323:9706 W
robbiednbr@gmail.com

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
« ONSITE REPAIRS - VIRUS REMOVAL

- WINDOWS TUTORING

- HARDWARE UPGRADES

« NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
« REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 - 510-938-1881
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www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

East Bay Tree Service.

License #805794

377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation * Remodeli

- Big & Small Jobs *

B Lcssos77s  925-825-5201

Totalintegrityinsurance.com

20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

reach 60,000+ with your ad

Lea

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
pFrogPlumbing.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Rototilling

S
‘m « 4 W/D Tractors
i « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Ken'’s Rototilling

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

$10 per 1/2" classified ad

height Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com






